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Bruce is

Charging Ahead
with Your Help!
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FROM THE
PRINCIPAL’S DESK
Dear Friend of SUA,
It’s with great expectation that we dive into the new school year at Seattle Urban
Academy. Sixteen new students are starting at SUA, and I can’t wait to see the
transformative power of Christ manifest in their lives throughout the year!

YOU’RE
HELPING
BRUCE
SUCCEED

It’s because of you that they have a place to come where they can develop
academically, spiritually, emotionally and physically. Each and every day, your
gifts are empowering our young men and women to see their potential and tackle
challenges head on.
In this issue, you’ll meet Bruce, one of the most determined young men I’ve ever met.
When Bruce first started here, he lacked direction. But because of your support, and
his desire to succeed, this young man is beginning to discover Christ’s plan and purpose.
Thank you for taking this journey with our students. You’re coming alongside them at a
critical time in their lives and giving them a solid foundation for the future.
With gratitude,

Sharon Okamoto
Executive Director and Principal

F

or most students, heading back to
school is filled with uncertainty. But not
for Bruce.

In fact, when this young man saw one of his
SUA teachers nearly a month before school
started, he asked her, “Why can’t school be
here already? I wish SUA could start!”
Can you see his eagerness? Bruce is
only a sophomore, but he already has an
unrelenting burning desire to learn.
“I really want to get a great education and
go to college. I want to be successful,”
Bruce says enthusiastically.
Bruce is well on his way to graduating and
achieving his dreams. But it wasn’t always
this way.
“The reason I ended up at SUA was simply
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because my grandma asked me,” Bruce said.
“I didn’t know if I was going to like Seattle
Urban Academy or even what to expect. But
I couldn’t say no to my grandma.”
Since starting at SUA Bruce has forged
ahead, embracing new opportunities,
and his responsibilities as a member of
student leadership.
“Bruce came into school initially very shy
and unsure of his skills,” SUA Development
Coordinator David McIntosh said. “But he
really worked to be able to identify his goals
and worked to develop and push himself.
And now, Bruce is soaring. He has so much
more self-confidence and direction.”
Thanks to your support, and the faithful
leading of teachers (like Mr. McIntosh),
Bruce is thriving, and enjoying
new challenges.
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Welcome

YOUR GIFTS
ARE DOING
AMAZING
THINGS!

Mr. Mancilla
to SUA!

We’re excited to let you
know that Emmanuel
Mancilla has joined the
SUA team, serving as
the Student Transition
Coordinator/Teacher.
He’s a graduate of Seattle Pacific
University and has served with the Justice
Leadership Program, The Church Council
of Greater Seattle, and with AmeriCorps.
“I’m excited to be a part of the amazing
community at Seattle Urban Academy,”
Mr. Mancilla told us. “I can’t wait to walk
alongside our young people.”
Welcome, Mr. Mancilla!
“I’ve been studying law cases,” Bruce said. “I
have to get a case and go against another
school in a mock trial court with a jury and
judge. It’s a lot to take on. And the classes
at SUA are really helping to challenge me
and give me that education that I want.”
The future is wide open for Bruce, and he’s
planning on pursuing a Ph.D. in psychiatry.
But for right now he’s happy to learn all he
can at SUA.
“You just feel loved when you come
to SUA. Everybody treats each other
like family.”
Thank you for being so faithful in
supporting Bruce on his road to success.
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O

ver the summer, your gifts helped
students stay focused and even
find employment!
Because of your support, many students
were able to take work readiness
courses and turn those new skills into
a summer job! During the school year,
students participated in career readiness
training that helped them identify their
interests and how to present themselves
to prospective employers. It wasn’t long
before students made the big leap into jobs
across Seattle.

Alissa, who was featured in our last issue,
landed an internship with the King
County Prosecutor’s Office.
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Another student led day camps for kids.
And another found some work at
Safeco Field.
Plus many more!
“The training and courses that we help
them go through here at SUA help
students identify their skills and also help
them see what they need to work on,”
said David McIntosh, SUA Development
Coordinator. “And, not only do they
see what their skills are, but they learn
how to market themselves and present
themselves to employers – in-person as
well as through resumes.”
Your support is making all of this happen—
thank you!
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SUA’S NEW STUDENTS
GET A FRESH START

Jaleel Atkins
9th Grade

Jameslawrence
Barker
9th Grade

Ashlynne Bressler
9th Grade

Sebio Masso
10th Grade

Olande Masso
9th Grade

Milton Salguero
10th Gade

*Not pictured:

Malcom Crenshaw

10th Grade

Jason Moore
10th Grade

Magdalena Nichols

9th Grade

Kalei Bressler
9th Grade

Tesiah Burton
9th Grade

Pete Falana’i
12th Grade

Skyjah Wells
9th Grade

Thank you for supporting these students as they start a
new chapter of their lives at Seattle Urban Academy. Your
gifts are laying the foundation for these young men and
women to build academic success and build leadership in
our community.
Davion Ford
9th Grade
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Alontae Luzolo
10th Grade

Emilio
Martinez-Wilcox
9th Grade
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Donate now: sua.org/ahead

$54 for 2 hours
$162 for 1 day
$810 for one week
$1,600 for 2 weeks
$		
to help as much as possible
Make my contribution a recurring monthly gift

Enclosed is my gift of:

A gift of $27 provides one hour of academic intensive care for an SUA student.
You’re helping students like Bruce get the education and employment training
and college planning they need to be leaders and continue their path to success.

YES, I WILL
SUPPORT
BRUCE AS
HE FORGES
AHEAD!
PART OF THE CRISTA MINISTRIES FAMILY
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